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‘BUCH IS THE POWER of
tha presidential pulpit, with
felavision access to all the
homes in” the country, that
millions of Americans have
come to believe that U.S.
withdrawal from Vietnam

" would result in the Commu-

nists perpetrating a purge
and blood bath of stupen-
dous propor tions.

This is hased on President
Nixon's scare story of what
happened in North Vietnam
after the Communists de-

feated the ¥rench and took _

ovey in 1934,

. In meeting the peace chal-
lenze of Sen. George Mc-
Govern, who has pledﬂed to
bring home all U.S. forces at
once, AMr, Nizon hag not hes-
itated to
story another rerun, but, in

;',-the light of a new develop--

nent which shows the al-
l ged blood Dbath to be a
myth, it will be inferesting

- to see whather the President
. now drops the story.. 7 -

MR NIXON TELLS the
tale a little differently each

. time, but they ave all varia-

tions of a statement he
made on April 14, 1§71 “I
of 5 half-mlllian, by
consarvative estimates, - in
who were

terminated by the North Vi-

B

I, Viet®

. tion’s history .

give " the- horror .

aftar. they toolt

over from the French ...”
At the same press coufer-
ence, he added that, “If the
United States were to fail in
Vietnam, if the Communists
were to take over, the blood
bath that '
would be a blot on this na-

A _Vietnam scholar, Gar-

eth Porter of Cornell Uni-
versity, has now ' tracked
down the “authority” for the
President’s statements. The
National Security -Council

would . follow -

. only fair to say that other
7 Asian - -experts,

has admitted to him that a -
prime .source for the Presi-- -

dent's statement. was a 1564

exile, Hoang Van Chi, which
as financed and promoted

bv such U.S. agencies as th /

CIA.

Porter accuses Chi o!:‘
“cross  misquotations” 'md
“fradulent documentation.”
Yet, Porter says, “it is

STATINTL

{raining center, says of his
500,000-blood-hath  number,
“Jt was-just a guess, an esti-
mate that;nobody could fig-
ure,”

Porter has rendered an

important . service in de-
bunking -what he calls the
blood bath “myth” but it is

some U.S. public officials,
such as. Clark Clifford, the
Secretary of Defense under
Lyndon Johnson, have con-

- sistently ~‘questioned Mr.

Nixow's version . of the :.11-
leged purge. .. -
Their doubis are stroncrly

* supported ‘hy the records of
book by a-North Vietnamese

the -International Control
Commission, which  dis-

" closed that, in the two years
following the 183+ Commu--

nist victory, only ‘18 com-

~plaints were filed covering

. North : Vietnam,

political reprisals in all of
Tater, in

.- 1956, a peasant revolt was

mainly on the basis of Mr. -

Chi’s totally unrealiable ac-
count, the

intention of:

which, 'was plainly - not his-:.

torical aeccuracy, but propa-- -

ganda against North Viet-
nam, that the President him-
self has told the American
people that " “half-a-million’
people were exterminated.”.

CONFRONTED BY. Por-
tor’s charges, Mr: Chi, now

employed at the.State De-. .

partmen t sWashlnguon

RTINS LIS, SR T AN ..._.“":'" et e

repressed and it is estimated

".-that 10,000 to.15,000. may
have’ dled but nobody really

knows... :
MR.. NI‘{ON

cre in South Vietnam would
fall on Catholics. If we are
to believe the President,

.. however, that is not what
happened in North Vietnam..
_.He .referred to. “a million- -

‘and-a-half Cathollic refugees
who fled to South Vletram
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and even _ucation ;- reveals

1nt1mates
‘that the burden of & massa-

yth

when thn Communists took
over in 1934 In short, in-
stead of being executed,-

they were, -in keeping with

the Geneva Agreements, al-
lowed to leave 1f they 5o de-
sired. _
Clark Clifford also notes
that a study by the South
Vietnam Department of Ed- -
that -the-
number. of Catholics who
fled to the south is not 1.5 .
million, as claimed by Mr.

 Nixon, but 754,710. This is
" significant,

Clifford says, -
“hecause the President over-
looked the fact that there
are still living in North Viet. -

“nam. today anproumhtely,
800,000 Catholics.” : :

In the final analysis, thp
blood - bath- scare rests on
the supposition that Hanoti's -
forces .~ would - quickly-
triumph-if the Umhed States
pulled out of the war. How

so0? The Saigon. government

has well over 1 milion men

under arms, trained and pro- -
fusely equipped by - the

United States and backed by |

a public that is reputed to
be overwhelmingly anti-
Communist. It is hard to un-

derstand then how Hanoi, |
with only a few depleted di- |
vision- in  South Vieinam,
could quickly take over and

stage- a vast purge if the
South Vietnamese army 1s;

" all it’s cracked up to be.
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